
www.virology-education.com

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON

MEETING PROSPECTUS

HIV TRANSMISSION
PRINCIPLES OF INTERVENTION
VIRTUAL MEETING • 10 - 11 DECEMBER 2020 



2
Meeting Prospectus HIV Transmission Workshop 2020 | Version: May 2020www.virology-education.com

WELCOME

Over the years, advances in HIV treatment have led to an enhanced understanding of 
the virus and improved care of HIV-positive patients. However, our insights into the 
spread of the HIV virus remain limited. A more extensive exchange of knowledge on 
the various aspects of HIV transmission provides important perspectives for a better 
approach to the epidemic. For this purpose, an integrated forum was set up in 2006 
to present perspectives of experts from different fields, enabling discussion on all 
relevant mechanisms of HIV transmission. Since then, the International Workshop on 
HIV Transmission is valuable to those specialized (or specializing) in HIV transmission.

The main objective of this meeting is to provide a forum for basic scientists, clinicians, 
virologists, epidemiologists, and public health officials to present and discuss the 
various aspects of the transmission of HIV. The ultimate goal of the meeting is the 
integration of efforts from all relevant disciplines in order to constrain the spread of 
(drug-resistant) HIV. We are sure that the present workshop will help to achieve this goal.

Walid Heneine, PhD and James Arthos, PhD
Meeting Chairs 2020
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NEEDS STATEMENT

Human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) has caused one of the greatest global 
epidemics of modern times and it continues to present a significant health 
burden for the estimated 37.9 million infected people.[1] High incidences 
of newly reported infections (1.7 million people estimated in 2018) [2] could 
be at least, in part, explained by our limited insights into the spread of the 
virus at the molecular and population level. 

Clinical care for HIV patients has improved immensely in the last few 
decades, nevertheless, as millions are treated globally for extended 
periods, the emergence and transmission of drug resistance remains a 
serious threat to the long-term use of antiretroviral therapy. In this “treat 
all” era, the scaling-up of ART is expected to increase the prevalence 
of acquired drug resistance in treated individuals, and consequently, 
transmitted drug resistance in newly infected individuals. [3] This highlights 
a need for effective prevention strategies that critically depend on basic 
science insights on the molecular mechanisms of HIV transmission. 
A comprehensive understanding of virus-host interaction, population 
bottlenecks, and phenotypical features of the transmitted/founder virus is 
pivotal to vaccine design and other prevention strategies, [4] and, therefore, 
control of the HIV epidemic. 

The International Workshop on HIV Transmission gathers basic scientists, 
clinicians, virologists, epidemiologists, and public health officials to 
present and discuss recent findings in the biological and epidemiological 
aspects of HIV transmission, hence providing a unique platform for cross-
disciplinary discussion that ultimately aims to constrain the spread of 
(drug-resistant) HIV.

NEEDS STATEMENT
Meeting Objectives
The objectives of this meeting are to:
• Enhance the integration of all 

relevant disciplines to constrain the 
spread of (drug-resistant) HIV;

• Provide a forum to discuss the 
various aspects of the transmission 
of HIV.

Learning Objectives
After attending this program,
participants will be able to:
• Describe the latest research on 

mucosal transmission of virus 
particles;

• Outline the different approaches 
to identify the spread of (drug-
resistant) HIV variants;

• Reflect on clinical achievements in 
the prevention of HIV transmission.

References:
1. World Health Organization: Global Health Observatory data repository. Number of people (all ages) living with HIV Estimates by 

WHO region; 2018.
2. UNAIDS, Global HIV & AIDS statistics-2019 fact sheet. https://www.unaids.org/en/resources/fact-sheet Accessed: April 26, 2020
3. Clutter DS., et al. HIV-1 Drug Resistance and Resistance Testing. Infect Genet Evol. 2016; 46: p292–307.
4. Shaw M. and Hunter E. HIV Transmission. Cold Spring Harbor Perspective in Medicine. 2012; 2(11): a006965.
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COMMITTEES

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The International Workshop on HIV Transmission proudly collaborates with a large number of local and international experts 
in the field of HIV transmission. By working together with our extensive global network of experts from various backgrounds 
in the field, we can ensure to design and deliver the most relevant and state-of-the-art program. 

The members of the Organizing Committee (OC) are carefully selected experts and inspirational leaders in their respective 
fields. They come together on a frequent basis to develop a scientific program tailored to the needs of healthcare professionals 
in the field. Furthermore, they identify clinical cases and research projects within their organizations/network and review and 
select abstracts. They actively participate as session chairs and join the Q&A sessions, discussions and debates during the 
meeting. 
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PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The International Workshop on HIV Transmission seeks to improve the understanding of 
the HIV virus and its ability to infiltrate the global community. By providing an international 
interactive platform for clinicians, researchers, and other experts in the field of HIV, the 
workshop enables in-depth discussion and debate on all relevant mechanisms of HIV 
transmission. Experts can then integrate knowledge gained through this conference into 
their daily practice or continuing research in order to better combat the continued spread 
of this epidemic. This two-day conference consists of plenary lectures, abstract-driven 
presentations, and roundtable discussions.

Format
In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 edition of the workshop will be virtual. In this way, 
the much-needed  program will be delivered in a safe and convenient manner directly to the 
screen, without posing any risk to participants’ personal or public health, and circumventing 
travel and other restrictions. All lectures will be prerecorded to ensure an engaging program 
of the highest quality. Exciting discussions and the exchange of ideas are vital components 
of this workshop. Therefore, the virtual edition will provide an immersive experience to all 
participants through an interactive platform for real time Q&A sessions, chat rooms, and 
roundtables to fuel inspiring discussions that will move the field forward. The virtual format 
offers an optimal solution that has the intrinsic potential to increase the reach and the 
educational impact of the program.

Enduring Materials
The invited lectures given at this conference will be freely accessible and widely disseminated to reach thousands of virtual 
participants beyond the walls of the conference center. This will increase the impact of this conference even further. 
Professionals will be able to watch videos of the presentations given and download slide decks from our professional 
online platform academicmedicaleducation.com. 

Academic Medical Education is a premier online platform offering scientific 
materials in special topic areas and proceedings of conferences. Visitors of the 
website will have full access to:
• Abstract Books;
• Meeting Reports;
• Workshop Presentations;
• Webcasts.

Target Audience
•	 Basic	scientists;
•	 Clinicians;
•	 Virologists;
•	 Epidemiologists;
•	 Public	health	officials;
•	 Microbiologists.

Estimated	Number	of	
Participants	
60-100

Target	Region
Global
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

A needs assessment  was conducted during the 2019 meeting. The three most 
urgent scientific/ research gaps addressed were the sharing of knowledge on 
the role of different factors facilitating transmission, on the basic mechanisms of 
transmission, and the preventive capacity of antiretroviral drugs. 89% (strongly) 
agreed that the program was beneficial for their clinical management or their 
research.

Facts and Figures of 2019 Edition

Knowledge gaps the respondents felt the field suffers 
from the most
• The early events in transmission;
• The role of PrEP agents on prevention and treatment;
• The effectivity of local/ regional/ global prevention programs.

NEEDS ASSESSMENT

8 countries11 oral abstracts 14 lectures
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ASSESSMENT

To assess and evaluate the outcomes of this conference, Virology Education 
provides each delegate with a detailed feedback form in which they can anonymously 
assess the speakers, the relevance of each lecture, whether or not the meeting 
objectives were met, their intent to change, the rationale behind their motivation 
to attend, the general organization of the meeting, and much more. We encourage 
participants to share their ideas and suggestions for future conferences, as well as 
their educational needs, in order to further improve the program and ensure that it 
matches the needs of participants.

All the questions are then fully analyzed and a comprehensive report is created and 
shared with the committee members. These reports help us to better understand 
the needs of our delegates and how to further improve the conference in the future. 
For a maximum response rate, we invite the chairs of each session to encourage the 
participants to take a few minutes and complete the feedback forms. We are also 
introducing a web-based application to allow participants access to the feedback 
forms electronically. 

In addition to the on-site evaluation of the conference, we also evaluate the 
registration and abstract submission processes, as well as the scholarship 
process. We ask delegates to fill in short questionnaires that help us to improve 
all processes, including registration, abstract submission, or grant application. We 
are committed to continuously improving the overall conference experience and the 
scientific and clinical impact of our conferences. 

We also assess knowledge and incorporate quizzes into the conference sessions. 
This serves to further engage participants in the conference and the content, while 
also giving us insight into participants’ level of background knowledge. We are 
moving towards incorporating more pre- and post-test quizzes in order to assess 
knowledge increase in the coming years. 

OUTCOME EVALUATION

We are committed to continuously improving  
the overall conference experience along with the the 
scientific and clinical impact of our conferences.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES
In the last edition of 
this workshop, 94% of 
participants reported they 
intend to incorporate the 
new information into their 
clinical practice. 

We aim to measure and 
enhance the impact of this 
conference through: 
• Measuring intent to 

change and analyzing 
ways to increase it;

• Sharing meeting videos 
and presentations with 
a wide global audience 
and measuring reach 
(number of views, 
downloads, etc.);

• Measuring knowledge 
increase through pre- 
and post-tests.



8
Meeting Prospectus HIV Transmission Workshop 2020 | Version: May 2020www.virology-education.com

PREVIOUS SUPPORT

This meeting has been previously supported by:

Endorsers:
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SPONSORSHIP

Virtual conferences allow participants to experience our educational programs in a new and convenient medium. By 
supporting the International Workshop on HIV Transmission, you will have a unique opportunity to connect with clinicians 
and researchers from academia, research institutes, and GOs/NGOs, both safely and effectively.

Why supporting is beneficial to your organization:
• INCREASED REACH – Gives you opportunities to network and share your company message with a broader audience;
• CONVENIENT – Participate in this educational initiative directly from your office or from home;
• INCLUSIVE – Interact with participants and organizations from across the globe that are unable to join live events;
• GREEN CONFERENCE - Reduce your carbon footprint, do away with printed materials, and support a sustainable 

solution.

We are pleased to provide the following opportunities and benefits to further your business. Get in touch with us to 
discuss a custom package or find out more about these support opportunities.

Exposure
• Recognition via banner on high-traffic registration and meeting webpages;
• Pre-event recognition via attendee email communications;
• Acknowledgment prior to and during livestreamed sessions;
• Your logo on our monthly newsletters, delivered to thousands of opt-in subscribers;
• Recognition on our social media channels;
• Opportunities to produce video content embedded onto the meeting website to be  viewed by our participants;
• Logo recognition on e-conference bag.

Contribute to the program
• Opportunities to organize a virtual symposium or event before, during, or after the meeting;
• Complimentary attendance as a virtual participant and join in on discussions.

Exhibition
• Opportunity to organize a virtual exhibit;
• Get in-depth data on your visitors;
• Interact, chat, and share information through 1 on 1 conversations with participants. 

Scholarships
• Contribute to the program by helping healthcare professionals participate. 

The abovementioned items are subject to change. Please contact the conference secretariat for the full list of benefits for 
this program.

SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES
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ABOUT US

VIROLOGY EDUCATION
Biltstraat 106
3572 BJ Utrecht
The Netherlands
www.virology-education.com
info@virology-education.com
+31 30 230 7140

Christina Dammers
Project Manager
christina@vironet.com

Wilco Keulen, PhD
Senior Scientific Manager
wilco@vironet.com

With over 20 years of experience, Virology Education is a leading provider of 
innovative scientific and educational programs worldwide. Our programs provide 
excellent platforms for scientific exchange, education and knowledge-sharing 
tailored to the needs of healthcare professionals in the fields of infectious diseases, 
pharmacology, liver disease, and more. Our activities include the initiation 
and organization of real-time and online platforms for international exchange, 
knowledge-sharing and education for medical professionals. We have developed 
long-standing collaborations with world-renowned experts and work together with 
other important stakeholders to achieve the greatest impact for our programs and 
to provide top quality scientific content. Our programs range from international 
abstract-driven workshops to small- and large-scale educational series, 
masterclasses, advisory boards, expert roundtables, satellite symposia, and more.

OUR IMPACT IN 2019

46 programs  |  6.330 participants  |  2.230 accepted abstracts 
35% of participants were Clinician/Physicians  |  25% were researchers
86% of the respondents agreed that attending our program was  
beneficial for their patients

More than 50 programs are planned 
for 2020 in more than 20 different 
cities around the globe!


