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OVERVIEW

Over the years, treating viral diseases has become more and more complex. Given the increase in therapeutic options 
in Asia, especially in China, clinicians and researchers will highly benefit from discussion on the newest data in the 
field of HIV and viral hepatitis and their implications for clinical practice.

Evaluation of previous meeting showed that 100% of the participants (strongly) agreed that program objectives were met,  
85% percent of the participants indicated a need for a program on managing hepatitis/HIV and the clinical management 
for junior clinicians in the field of infectious diseases in Asia, primarily in China. 

INTRODUCTION

BASIC FACTS AND FIGURES 

100%
reported the program 

is beneficial for the 
clinical management 

of their patients

66%
medical doctors

26%
work in liver 

diseases

47%
work in HIV

100%
reported they plan 
to attend the next 

meeting

20+ Lectures   |   19 Abstracts   |   385 Delegates
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WELCOME

WELCOME MESSAGE
I warmly welcome you to the first-ever virtual Asia Conference on Hepatitis and AIDS 
(ACHA). This conference was initiated in 2012 and since then held in different cities 
throughout China. Over the years, the conference has consistently attracted 400 - 600 
delegates. We are delighted to see ACHA expanding every year.

ACHA aims to bridge the gap between knowledge shared among experts in the field and 
knowledge obtained by researchers and clinicians in daily practice. Furthermore, this 
conference provides a much needed educational platform for researchers and clinicians 
involved in daily clinical management of hepatitis B (HBV), hepatitis C (HCV) and  
HIV-positive patients. It provides a unique opportunity for regional clinicians, 
researchers, and pharmaceutical companies to meet, collaborate, and exchange 
important knowledge and experiences.

With a great line-up of speakers, research topics, and time dedicated to networking with 
local healthcare professionals this year, we look forward to another great meeting in 2020.

Come and be part of the experience with us!

Zhiliang Gao
Meeting Chair 2020

Zhiliang Gao
MD, PhD 
The Third Affiliated 
Hospital of Sun 
Yat-Sen University, 
Guangzhou, China

Chair

#ACHA2020
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

NEEDS STATEMENT
In contrast to a reduced number of newly infected HIV patients globally, there is an 
increased incidence of HIV in China in the last decade.1,2 This has alerted political 
leadership and thus consolidation of public health in regard to the HIV epidemic 
has been prioritized by the national health agenda. The epidemic pattern has 
shifted from intravenous drug users towards the general population, with the 
highest increase noticed in men who have sex with men.2 This underscores the 
importance of pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) in prevention and control of the 
HIV epidemic. Another important consideration is the social stigma and discrimi-
nation of people living with HIV still prevalent across the country.
Viral hepatitis has also proven to be a major burden. An estimated 257 million 
people are infected with the hepatitis B virus (HBV) and 71 million with the hepa-
titis C virus (HCV) worldwide,3 with China being one of the most heavily impacted 
countries. Chronic infection may lead to liver cirrhosis, cancer, and other compli-
cations. A recently implemented nationwide vaccination program against HBV has 
significantly reduced prevalence in the younger population.4 However, elimination 
of mother-to-child transmission by 2030 requires additional effective strategies. 
In stark contrast to Europe and the United States, where less than 5% of infecti-
ons develop into chronic liver diseases, in Asia, most HBV infections occur at an 
early stage, which is associated with an increased risk of viral persistence and 
development of chronic infection. This could, at least in part, be explained by regi-
on-specific distribution of HBV genotypes and the mode of transmission. 
Altogether, these are important considerations to predict response to new thera-
pies, highlighting a need for an educational program that reflects on region-spe-
cific aspects of epidemics, national policies, guidelines, and societal context. 
Given the significant health and economic burden posed by viral hepatitis and HIV, 
and the continuing development of the novel therapeutic options available in Asia, 
clinicians and researchers will clearly benefit from an opportunity to discuss the 
newest data and their implications for clinical practice, which is offered at the 
annual Asian Conference on Hepatitis & AIDS (ACHA).

Target Audience
•	 Clinicians	and	allied	
healthcare	professionals	
involved	in	daily	care	of	
individuals	infected	with	
HBV,	HCV,	and	HIV

•	 Scientists/researchers	
involved	in	antiviral	drug	
development

•	 Post-graduate	students

Estimated	Number	of	
Participants	
400-600

Target	Region
China

Languages
Chinese	and	English

Meeting Objectives
The objectives of this meeting are to:

• Provide education on the latest treatment options for 
HBV, HCV, HIV and associated co-infections

• Present the latest research data, especially in the Asian 
context and translate knowledge into clinical practice

• Provide a platform for interaction and dialogue among 
different disciplines and facilitate collaborations 
among local, national and regional communities

References: 
1. HIV/AIDS: Data and statistics. Source: WHO and UNAIDS estimate.  

https://www.who.int/hiv/data/en/ Accessed, Oct 29, 2019.
2. Zheng S. The growing threat of China’s HIV epidemic. Lancet 2018; 3.
3. Global hepatitis report 2017. World Health Organization, 2017.
4. Fanning GC, Zoulim F, Hou J and Bertoletti A. Therapeutic strategies for hepatitis 

B virus infection: towards a cure. Nature Reviews Drug Discovery, 2019. 

Learning Objectives
After attending this program participants will be able to:

• Summarize the most recent results in drug 
development (including most recent clinical trial 
results) for HBV, HCV, and HIV

• Integrate the latest scientific results into daily clinical 
care to improve the treatment quality for HBV, HCV 
and HIV-positive individuals
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COMMITTEES

World’s Leading Experts

ACHA proudly collaborates with a large number of international, regional and local experts in the field of viral hepatitis and 
HIV. By working together with our extensive global network of experts from various backgrounds in the field, we can design 
and deliver the most relevant and state-of-the-art program focusing on the needs of the Asian healthcare professionals, 
primarily from China. 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
The members of the Organizing Committee (OC) are carefully selected experts and inspirational leaders in their respective 
fields. They come together on a frequent basis to develop the scientific program tailored to the needs of healthcare 
professionals in the field. Furthermore, they identify clinical cases and research projects within their organizations/network 
and review and select abstracts. They actively participate as session chairs and join the Q&A sessions, discussions, and 
debates during the meeting. 

Jinlin Hou 
 MD 

Nanfang Hospital, 
Southern Medical 

University,
China

Hui Zhuang 
MD 

Peking University 
Health Science Center,

China

Jidong Jia 
MD, PhD 

Beijing Friendship 
Hospital,

China

Zhongping Duan 
MD, PhD 

Beijing You’an 
Hospital,

China

Taisheng Li  
MD, PhD 

Peking Union Medical 
College Hospital,

China

Lai Wei 
MD 

Peking University 
People’s Hospital,

China

Jie Li 
MD, PhD 

Peking University 
Health Science Center,

China

Yiming Shao 
MD, PhD 
China CDC,

China
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COMMITTEES

Jürgen Rockstroh 
MD, PhD 

University of Bonn,
Germany

Jonathan Schapiro 
MD 

Sheba Medical Center,
Israel

Bonaventura Clotet 
MD, PhD 

Hospital Universitari 
“Germans Trias i Pujol”,

Spain

Hongzhou Lu  
MD, PhD 

Shanghai Public 
Health Clinical Center,

China

Stephen Locarnini 
MD, PhD, MBBS, 

FRC(Path)  
Victorian Infectious 
Diseases Reference 

Laboratory,
Australia

Charles Boucher 
MD, PhD 

Erasmus Medical 
Center,

The Netherlands
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COMMITTEES

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
The members of the Scientific Committee (SC) are hand-picked by the Organizing Committee (OC) and the 
conference secretariat based on their significant contributions and commitment to the field. They assist 
the OC by providing them with topic and speaker suggestions. In addition, members of the SC participate in 
reviewing submitted abstracts, and play an active role during the workshop.

• David Back - University of Liverpool, UK

• Yi-Ming (Arthur) Chen - National Yang-Ming University, Taiwan

• Jun Cheng - Beijing Ditan Hospital, China

• George F. Gao - Beijing Institutes of Life Science, CAS & CDC, China

• Luhua Lai - Peking University, China

• Hong Li - Yunnan CDC, China

• Patrick Li - Hong Kong Sanatorium and Hospital, Hong Kong, China

• Huanliang Liu - Sun Yat-Sen University, China

• Wataru Sugiura - Nagoya Medical Center, Japan

• Fu-Sheng Wang - Beijing 302 Hospital, China

• Lixin Zhang - Institute of Microbiology, China

• Fujie Zhang - Beijing Ditan Hospital, Capital Medical University, China
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PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The annual in-person conference will be changed to a virtual meeting due to the COVID-19 constraints. The program 
will spread over three days with four sessions in total. The first day is dedicated to HIV research and management, 
the second day focuses on viral hepatitis and liver disease, and the third day addresses hepatology. Simultaneous 
interpretation in Chinese and English will be offered throughout the meeting.

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 edition of the workshop will be virtual. In this way, the much-needed  
program will be delivered in a safe and convenient manner directly to the screen, without posing any risk to participants’ 
personal or public health, and circumventing travel and other restrictions. All lectures and moderated poster tours will 
be prerecorded to ensure an engaging program of the highest quality. Exciting discussions and the exchange of ideas are 
vital components of this workshop. Therefore, the virtual edition will provide an immersive experience to all participants 
through an interactive platform for real time Q&A sessions, chat rooms, and roundtables to fuel inspiring discussions 
that will move the field forward. The virtual format offers an optimal solution that has the intrinsic potential to the 
increase reach and the educational impact of the program.  

Format Highlights
•	 Pre-taped videos
•  live video Q&A session
•  Invited lecturers
• Roundtable discussions
• Satellite symposium 

Topics
• Guidelines for diagnosis and treatment 

of HIV/AIDS in China (2018)
• HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP)
• HIV drug resistance 
• Novel treatment strategies—two ver-

sus three drugs
• Clinical management of HIV-HBV and 

HIV-HCV co-infection
• Progress in HBV treatment
• Antiviral therapy for HBV (TAF/generic  

anti-HBV drugs)
• Hepatitis C therapy: unique issues and 

challenges in Asia

Categories of Abstracts
• Basic science of hepatitis/HIV
• Clinical management of hepatitis/HIV
• Epidemiology of hepatitis/HIV
• Resistance to hepatitis/HIV
• Vaccine development for HIV
• Eradication and cure of hepatitis
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PROGRAM

Enduring Materials
The invited lectures given at this conference will be freely accessible and widely disseminated to reach thousands 
of virtual participants beyond the walls of the conference center. This will increase the impact of this conference 
even further. 

Professionals will be able to watch videos of the presentations given and 
download slide decks from our professional online platform  
www.AcademicMedicalEducation.com. Academic Medical Education is a 
premier online platform offering scientific materials in special topic areas and 
proceedings of conferences. Visitors of the website will have full access to:
• Abstract Books
• Meeting Reports
• Workshop Presentations
• Webcasts

We are currently working on our new improved online platform  
www.AcademicMedicalEducation.com. You will be able to find all the content of 
our conferences, conference highlights, interviews, online courses, and more, 
on this platform in the future. 
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ASSESSMENT

To assess and evaluate the outcomes of this conference, Virology Education 
provides each delegate with a detailed feedback form in which they can 
anonymously assess the speakers, the relevance of each lecture, whether or not 
the meeting objectives were met, their intent to change, the rationale behind 
their motivation to attend, the general organization of the meeting, and much 
more. We encourage participants to share their ideas and suggestions for future 
conferences, as well as their educational needs, in order to further improve the 
program and ensure that it matches the needs of participants.

All the questions are then fully analyzed and a comprehensive report is 
created and shared with the committee members. These reports help us to 
better understand the needs of our delegates and how to further improve the 
conference in the future. For a maximum response rate, we invite the chairs of 
each session to encourage the participants to take a few minutes and complete 
the feedback forms. We are also introducing a web-based application to allow 
participants access to the feedback forms electronically. 

In addition to the on-site evaluation of the conference, we also evaluate the 
registration and abstract submission processes, as well as CPG process. We ask 
delegates to fill in short questionnaires that help us to improve all processes 
including registration, abstract submission or grant application. We are 
committed to continuously improve the overall conference experience and the 
scientific and clinical impact of our conferences. 

Further to the evaluation, we also assess knowledge and incorporate quizzes 
into the conference sessions. This serves to engage participants more in 
the conference and the content, while also giving us insight into participants 
background levels of knowledge. We are moving towards incorporating more 
pre- and post-test quizzes in order to assess knowledge increase in the coming 
years. 

OUTCOME EVALUATION
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
In the last edition of this 
conference, 100% of 
participants reported they 
intend to incorporate the 
new information into their 
clinical practice. 

We aim to measure and 
enhance the impact of this 
conference through: 
• Measuring intent to 

change and analyzing 
how to increase it

• Sharing meeting videos 
and presentations with 
a wide global audience 
and measuring reach 
(number of views, 
downloads, etc.)

• Measuring knowledge 
increase through pre- 
and post-tests

We are committed to continuously improving  
the overall conference experience and the scientific 
and clinical impact of our conferences.
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PREVIOUS SUPPORT

Previous endorsers include:

This meeting has been previously supported by:

Australasian Society for HIV, Viral Hepatitis and Sexual Health Medicine
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SPONSORSHIP

SPONSOR OPPORTUNITIES
Virtual conferences allow participants to experience our educational programs in a new and convenient 
medium. By supporting ACHA, you will have a unique opportunity to connect with clinicians and researchers 
from academia, research institutes, and GOs/NGOs, both safely and effectively.

Why virtual conferences are beneficial to your  

•  INCREASED REACH – Gives you opportunities to network and
share your company message with a broader audience
•  CONVENIENT – Participate in this educational initiative directly from your 
office or from home
•  INCLUSIVE – Interact with participants and organizations from across the 
globe that are unable to join live events
•  GREEN CONFERENCE – Reduce your carbon footprint, do away with prin-
ted materials, and support a sustainable solution
 
We are pleased to provide the following opportunities and benefits to further 
your business. Get in touch with us to discuss a custom package or find out 
more about these support opportunities.

Exposure
• Recognition via banner on high-traffic registration and meeting web pages
• Pre-event recognition via attendee email communications
• Acknowledgment prior to and during livestreamed sessions
• Your logo on our monthly newsletters, delivered to thousands of opt-in 

subscribers
• Recognition on our social media channels 
• Opportunities to produce video content embedded onto the meeting 

website to be viewed by our participants 
• Logo recognition on e-conference bag

Contribute to the program
• Opportunities to organize a virtual symposium or event before, during, or 

after the meeting.
• Complimentary attendance as a virtual participant and join in on 

discussions

Scholarships
•   Contribute to the program by helping healthcare professionals participate. The abovementioned items are subject 

to change. Please contact the conference 
secretariat for the full list of benefits for this 
program.
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VIROLOGY EDUCATION
With over 20 years of experience, Virology Education is a leading provider of 
innovative scientific and educational programs worldwide. Our programs provide 
excellent platforms for scientific exchange, education and knowledge-sharing 
tailored to the needs of healthcare professionals in the fields of infectious diseases, 
pharmacology, liver disease, and more. Our activities include the initiation 
and organization of real-time and online platforms for international exchange, 
knowledge-sharing and education for medical professionals. We have developed 
long-standing collaborations with world-reknowned experts and work together 
with other important stakeholders to achieve the greatest impact for our programs 
and to provide top quality scientific content. Our programs range from international 
abstract-driven workshops to small- and large-scale educational series, 
masterclasses, advisory boards, expert roundtables, satellite symposia, and more.

Biltstraat 106
3572 BJ Utrecht
The Netherlands
www.virology-education.com
info@virology-education.com
+31 30 230 7140

Weixi Yuan, MSc
Project Manager
weixi@vironet.com

Wilco Keulen PhD
Senior Scientific Manager
wilco@vironet.com

OUR IMPACT IN 2019

46 programs  |  6.330 participants  |  2.230 accepted abstracts 
35% of participants were Clinician/Physicians  |  25% were researchers
86% of the respondents agreed that attending our program was  
beneficial for their patients

More than 40 programs are planned 
for 2019 in more than 25 different 
cities around the globe!


