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OVERVIEW

The main objective of the Central and European (CEE) Meeting 
on Viral Hepatitis and HIV is to provide guidance to the Central 
and Eastern European healthcare community regarding best 
practices for treating viral hepatitis and HIV and for stimulating 
research collaborations in this region. 

INTRODUCTION
UNIQUE MEETING FEATURES:

The CEE Meeting
• Developed by regional and international 

experts for the medical and scientific 
community in Eastern and Central 
European countries

• Provides a unique and much-needed 
platform for scientific and medical 
exchange as well as education on 
treatment of viral hepatitis and HIV

• Focused meeting that addresses 
regional challenges

• Designed to build collaborations in order 
to advance the field

FACTS AND FIGURES 

High
involvement of 
local experts

>200
participants

>30
countries

>60%
clinicians

AREA OF EXPERTISE PROFESSIONAL ROLE

Medical doctor (MD)
n=91, 64%

Researcher 
(PhD), 
n=17, 12%

Other,
n=12, 8%

Corporate Professional,
n=6, 4%

Governmental Official or 
Representative,
n=5, 4%

Pharmacist (PharmD),
n=5, 4%

Student, 
n=4, 3%

Health Administrator,
n=2, 1%

HIV
n=62, 43%

Hepatitis, 
n=40, 28%

Other,
n=13, 9%Hepatology,

n=13, 9%

Liver Disease,
n=8, 6%

Immunology,
n=3, 2%

Microbiology, 
n=2, 2%

Pharmacology,
n=2, 1%
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NEEDS ASSESSMENT

•

Target Audience
Healthcare professionals involved 
in daily care of HIV- and/or viral 
hepatitis-positive individuals, such as:
• Infectious disease doctors
• Gastroenterologists
• Hepatologists
• Other related disciplines

Estimated Number of Participants 
200-300

Target Region
Central and Eastern Europe

Looking back over the last few years, we have witnessed the field of viral 
hepatitis and HIV undergoing major changes. Therapeutic options are increasing 
and new data is consistently becoming available, which makes it challenging 
for healthcare professionals to stay informed and provide the best treatment 
possible for their patients. The large variation in local and regional conditions 
also has a major impact on the decision-making process of the clinician.

In Central and Eastern Europe, not all new treatment options are accessible, 
and knowledge and experience with new drug options are limited. Unfortunately, 
limited financial resources make regional research collaborations more 
challenging. In view of this complex situation, there is a need for an independent 
program for healthcare professionals in Central and Eastern Europe where 
the latest findings are translated into daily clinical practice by local and 
international experts, and research collaborations are fostered.

The Central and Eastern European Meeting on Viral Hepatitis and HIV is an 
independent program, initiated in 2014. It was developed by regional and 
international experts to address an important unmet need of the medical and 
scientific communities in Eastern and Central European countries. Advances 
in the treatment of viral hepatitis and HIV are continuing at an unprecedentedly 
rapid pace. Key challenges in the treatment of HBV and HCV as well as HIV are 
specific for this region and need to be discussed among clinicians and scientists 
within the context of this region’s needs. 

Meeting Objectives
The objectives of this meeting are to:
• Educate the practicing clinician on the best treatment options for viral 

hepatitis and co-infection with HIV
• Share state-of-the-art information and how it relates to daily clinical practice
• Provide a Central and Eastern European platform for interaction and dialogue
• Stimulate discussion among different disciplines
• Build collaborations and developing research activities

Learning Objectives
After attending this program, participants will be able to:
• Summarize the basic concepts of viral hepatitis and HIV
• Describe the spread of viral hepatitis and HIV in Central and Eastern Europe
• Be updated on the latest developments in treatment strategies for hepatitis 

mono- and HIV co-infected patients
• Summarize the specific treatment challenges in Central and Eastern Europe
• Identify and adjust treatment strategies in different patient populations
• Discuss the advantages and possibilities of new antivirals in HBV, HCV, and 

HIV therapy

NEEDS STATEMENT
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COMMITTEES

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The CEE Meeting on Viral Hepatitis and HIV proudly collaborates with a large number of international and local experts in 
the field. By working together with our extensive global network of experts from various backgrounds in the field, we can 
ensure that we will design and deliver the most relevant and state-of-the-art program. 

The members of the Organizing Committee (OC) are carefully selected experts and inspirational leaders in their respective fields. 
They come together on a frequent basis to develop a scientific program tailored to the needs of healthcare professionals in the 
field. Furthermore, they identify clinical studies and research projects within their organizations/network, and review and select 
abstracts. They actively participate as session chairs and join the Q&A sessions, discussions, and debates during the meeting. 

EUROPE’S LEADING EXPERTS

Jonathan Schapiro
MD 

Sheba Medical Center, 
Tel Aviv, Israel

Saulius Caplinskas
MD, PhD 

Lithuanian Centre 
for Communicable 
Diseases and AIDS,
Vilnius, Lithuania

Vadim Rassokhin
MD 

First St. Petersburg State  
Medical University named  

Acad IP Pavlov,
Russia

Charles Boucher
MD, PhD 

Erasmus Medical Centre, 
Rotterdam, 

The Netherlands

Adrian Streinu Cercel
MD, PhD 

Nat. Institute for  
Inf. Diseases- 

Prof. Dr. Matei Bals, 
Bucharest, Romania

Jürgen Rockstroh
MD 

University of Bonn, 
Germany

Pavel Khaykin
MD 

MainFachArzt, 
Frankfurt, Germany

Cihan Yurdaydin
MD 

University of Ankara 
Medical School,

Turkey

Miłosz Parczewski
MD, PhD 

Pomeranian Medical 
University,

Szczecin, Poland

Liudmyla Maistat
 

Medicines Patent Pool, 
Geneva, Switzerland

Mojca Maticic
MD, PhD 

University Medical Centre, 
Ljubljana, Slovenia

Nikoloz Chkhartishvili
MD, MS, PhD 

Infectious Diseases, AIDS 
and Clinical Immunology 
Research Center, Georgia
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COMMITTEES

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

The members of the Scientific Committee (SC) are hand-picked by the OC and the conference secretariat based 
on their significant contributions and commitment to the field. They assist the OC by providing them with topic 
and speaker suggestions. In addition, members of the SC participate in reviewing submitted abstracts and play an 
active role during the workshop.

Viktor Aster, MD, PhD   Charles University, Czech Republic

Inga Ažina, MD, PhD   Ri�ga Stradin‚š University, Latvia

Marine Gogia, MD   Georgian Harm Reduction Network, Georgia

Andrzej Horban, MD, PhD   Hospital for Infectious Diseases, Poland

David Jilich, MD   HIV Centre Prague, Czech Republic

Natalia Matsiyeuskaya, MD, PhD Grodno State Medical University, Belarus

Cristina Popescu, MD, PhD  Carol Davila University of Medicine and Pharmacy, Romania

Baiba Rozenta�le, MD, PhD, MBA  Ri�ga Stradin‚š University, Latvia

Kristi Rüütel, MD, PhD  Scientific Institute for Health Development, Estonia

Dalibor Sedlác�ek,  MD, PhD  University Hospital Plzen, Czech Republic

Ligita Jancoriene MD, PhD  Vilnius University Hospital Santaros Klinikos, Lithuania

Tetyana Kyrychenko, MD, PhD Poltava Regional HIV/AIDS Prevention And Control Center, Ukraine
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PROGRAM

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
The meeting will have a two-day program consisting of invited lecturers, roundtable discussions, abstract-driven 
presentations, and poster sessions. In order to attain an interactive workshop setting, much time is allocated to 
discussions. 

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic and associated travel restrictions, the format of the 2020 edition of the workshop will 
be adapted to enable the participation of international speakers and audiences who are unable to travel to the meeting 
location. The program will offer a hybrid-learning approach by combining live and virtual components. Lectures given by 
international speakers, who cannot attend the meeting in person, will be pre-recorded and broadcasted during the live 
event. This will be followed by a livestreamed Q&A session during which speakers will be available online in real time. 
They will also take part in livestreamed roundtables in real time to further enhance interactivity. In a similar way, the 
audience can choose to join the meeting in person or virtually.  The program will be livestreamed. Interactive platforms 
for real time Q&A sessions, chat rooms, and roundtables will provide an immersive experience to the virtual audience. 

In this way, we aim to deliver the much-needed program in an optimal and convenient manner to all participants, 
reducing risk to their personal as well as public health, and circumventing challenges imposed by the current global 
pandemic. The hybrid workshop is anticipated to attract a broader audience, far beyond the conference walls, and thus 
increase the reach and educational impact of the program.

Format
The meeting is abstract-
driven. It is known as an 
excellent platform for young 
investigators to present their 
research. To ensure the quality 
of accepted abstracts, all 
submitted abstracts go through 
a blind, peer-review process 
conducted by the members of 
the Organizing and Scientific 
Committees.

Topics
• Epidemiology of viral hepatitis and HIV in European countries
• Treatment issues—hepatitis and HIV co-infection
• Drug Interactions—HIV and hepatitis ARTs
• Monitoring and diagnostic tools for viral hepatitis and HIV
• HIV and hepatitis in children and adolescents
• Acute hepatitis
• Complications of advanced liver disease
• Liver steatosis, liver cancer, liver transplantation
• Hepatitis drug resistance
• HIV drug resistance
• New HIV drugs and treatment strategies
• Managing HIV adverse events
• Switching HIV therapy
• PrEP

Accreditation 
We aim to submit an application 
to the EACCME® for CME 
accreditation of this event.
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PROGRAM

Enduring Materials 
The invited lectures given at this conference will be freely accessible and widely disseminated to reach 
thousands of virtual participants beyond the walls of the conference center. This will increase the impact 
of this conference even further. 

Professionals will be able to watch videos of the presentations given and download 
slide decks from our professional online platform www.AcademicMedicalEducation.com. 
It is a premier online platform offering scientific materials in special topic areas and 
proceedings of conferences. Visitors of the website will have full access to:
• Abstract Books
• Meeting Reports
• Workshop Presentations
• Webcasts

We are currently working on our newly improved online platform  You will be able to 
find all the content of our conferences, conference highlights, interviews, online 
courses, and more, on this platform in the future. 
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ASSESSMENT

To assess and evaluate the outcomes of this conference, Virology Education 
provides each delegate with a detailed feedback form in which they can 
anonymously assess the speakers, the relevance of each lecture, whether or not 
the meeting objectives were met, their intent to change, the rationale behind 
their motivation to attend, the general organization of the meeting, and much 
more. We encourage participants to share their ideas and suggestions for future 
conferences, as well as their educational needs, in order to further improve the 
program and ensure that it matches the needs of participants.

All the questions are then fully analyzed and a comprehensive report is created 
and shared with the committee members. These reports help us to better 
understand the needs of our delegates and how to further improve the conference 
in the future. For a maximum response rate, we invite the chairs of each session 
to encourage the participants to take a few minutes and complete the feedback 
forms. We are also introducing a web-based application to allow participants 
access to the feedback forms electronically. 

In addition to the on-site evaluation of the conference, we also evaluate the 
registration and abstract submission processes, as well as the conference 
participation grant (CPG) process. We ask delegates to fill in short questionnaires 
that help us to improve all processes, including registration, abstract submission, 
or grant application. We are committed to continuously improving the overall 
conference experience and the scientific and clinical impact of our conferences. 

We also assess knowledge and incorporate quizzes into the conference sessions. 
This serves to further engage participants in the conference and the content, 
while also giving us insight into participants’ level of background knowledge. We 
are moving towards incorporating more pre- and post-test quizzes in order to 
assess knowledge increase in the coming years. 

OUTCOMES EVALUATION
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
We aim to measure and 
enhance the impact of this 
conference through: 
• Measuring intent to 

change and analyzing 
ways to increase it

• Sharing meeting videos 
and presentations with 
a wide global audience 
and measuring reach 
(number of views, 
downloads, etc.)

• Measuring knowledge 
increase through pre- 
and post-tests

We are committed to continuously improving  
the overall conference experience and the scientific 
and clinical impact of our conferences.
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PREVIOUS SUPPORT

PREVIOUS PARTNERS INCLUDE:

THIS MEETING HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY SUPPORTED BY:
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SPONSORSHIP

Hybrid conferences such as the CEE meeting allow participants to experience our educational programs either 
in person or virtually and produces more opportunities for our supporters to interact with our audience. By 
supporting the CEE meeting, you can connect with clinicians and researchers from academia, research institutes, 
and GOs/NGOs, both face-to-face and online. By merging in-person communication and virtual elements, the 
hybrid conference format is an optimal solution in light of the current circumstances.

Exposure
• Recognition via banner on high-traffic registration and meeting webpages 
• Pre-event recognition via attendee email communications
• Acknowledgment prior to and during livestreamed sessions
• On-site recognition via banners, flyers, and in the program book
• Your logo on our monthly newsletters, delivered to thousands of opt-in subscribers
• Recognition on our social media channels
• Opportunities to produce video content embedded onto the meeting website to be  viewed by our participants 
• Logo recognition on (e-)conference bag
• Opportunity to organize a private dinner with meeting faculty 

Contribution to the program
• Opportunities to organize a symposium or event before, during, or after the meeting.
• Complimentary attendance as a (virtual) participant and join in on discussions

Exhibition
• Opportunity to organize a virtual or physical exhibit
• Interact, chat, and share information through 1 on 1 conversations with participants using our virtual 

exhibition platform 

Scholarships
• Contribute to the program by helping healthcare professionals participate. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

The abovementioned items are 
subject to change. Please contact 
the conference secretariat for the 
full list of benefits for this program. 

Why supporting is beneficial to your organization:
• REACH NEW AUDIENCES – Gives you opportunities to network and share your company message with a 

broader audience via virtual or in-person participation
• PARICIPATE CONVENIENTLY – Join and contribute to this educational initiative from home or in person
• MEET YOUR GOALS – Interact with participants and organizations in your target audience from across the 

globe 
 
We are pleased to provide the following opportunities and benefits to further your business. Get in touch with us 
to discuss a custom package or find out more about these support opportunities. 



ABOUT US

VIROLOGY EDUCATION
With over 20 years of experience, Virology Education is a leading provider of 
innovative scientific and educational programs worldwide. Our programs provide 
excellent platforms for scientific exchange, education and knowledge-sharing 
tailored to the needs of healthcare professionals in the fields of infectious diseases, 
pharmacology, liver disease, and more. Our activities include the initiation 
and organization of real-time and online platforms for international exchange, 
knowledge-sharing and education for medical professionals. We have developed 
long-standing collaborations with world-reknowned experts and work together 
with other important stakeholders to achieve the greatest impact for our programs 
and to provide top quality scientific content. Our programs range from international 
abstract-driven workshops to small- and large-scale educational series, 
masterclasses, advisory boards, expert roundtables, satellite symposia, and more.

Biltstraat 106
3572 BJ Utrecht
The Netherlands
www.virology-education.com
info@virology-education.com
+31 30 230 7140

Goda Adomonis
Project Team Leader
goda@vironet.com

Wilco Keulen, PhD
Senior Scientific Manager
wilco@vironet.com

OUR IMPACT IN 2019

46 programs  |  6.330 participants  |  2.230 accepted abstracts 
35% of participants were Clinician/Physicians  |  25% were researchers
86% of the respondents agreed that attending our program was  
beneficial for their patients

More than 50 programs in more than 
20 different cities around the globe, 
plus over 14 online activities are 
planned for 2020!


